
Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR) Vaccination law update 
 
As you may have seen in the news recently there is an ongoing increase in measles cases around 
the country.  According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) there have been 940 reported 
cases this year,  81 of which are in Washington State.  This is the most cases seen in the US since 
1994 and the most since it was declared eliminated in 2000 (CDC website).  
 
The Washington State Legislature passed a bill that removes the personal and philosophical option 
to exempt children from the Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR) vaccine required for school and 
child care entry. The bill was signed into law by Gov. Jay Inslee on May 10, 2019.   This law will 
take affect on July 28th, 2019 and have repercussions for the upcoming school year. 
 
This law will not affect most students. More than 9 out of 10 kindergartners in Washington are 
complete with both doses of MMR vaccine, and 96 percent of 6th graders have both doses.  
 
This law does not change medical exemptions, religious membership exemptions or religious 
exemptions. Children who have one of these types of exemptions on file are not affected by the new 
law.  
 
For families who choose not to vaccinate with the MMR and do not have a valid exemption on file, 
their students may still attend school through alternative learning experiences. Should the student 
enroll in any activities (such as band, orchestra, or sports), transportation (riding the bus), or event 
where they may “share air space” with other students, they will need to meet the same 
immunization requirements as traditional students. (sourced from the WA state Department of 
Health)  
 
As we get more guidance from the Department of Health, the Stanwood-Camano School District will 
communicate changes and updates in the way of written communication and updates to the district 
website.  Find more information at: 
 
The Washington Department of Health website 
 
https://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/Schools/Immunization/ExemptionLawChange/
ExemptionLawFAQs 
 
The CDC website 
 
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/vaccination.html 
 
or ask your school nurse.  
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